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supremacy. The Southern politicians stood aloof
from the movement but accepted the results of its
work. It frightened the negroes and bad whites into
better conduct, and it encouraged the conservatives
and aided them to regain control of society, for with-
out the operations of the Klan the black districts
would never have come again under white control.
Towards the end, however, its methods frequently
became unnecessarily violent and did great harm to
Southern society. The Ku Klux system of regulat-
ing society is as old as history; it had often been
used before; it may even be used again. When a
people find themselves persecuted by aliens under
legal forms, they will invent some means outside
the law for protecting themselves; and such experi-
ences will inevitably result in a weakening of respect
for law and in a return to more primitive methods
of justice.